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Purpose

The purpose of the AEF Committee is to raise funds for and promote knowledge about the Auxiliary Emergency Fund. Standing Rule 6, National Committees – Member/Organizational Support. The purpose of the AEF Committee is to raise funds for and promote knowledge about the Auxiliary Emergency Fund. Standing Rule 6, National Committees – Member/Organizational Support 
Committee Contacts 
JoAnn Artis Stevens, Chair - jartisstevens@yahoo.com 
Sandra Cloer-Cerina, member – shcloer1125@gmail.com   
Mary Alston, member - biggal1957@yahoo.com  
Program Goals/Awards 
Please feel free to share a favorite story about the positive impact you or someone you know has had on our mission! Your story may inspire another member into service. It also helps us tell the world who we are, what we do, and why we matter.

Here are the national awards for this committee:

1. Every Unit submitting an end-of-year report will be entered into a drawing for $100 which will be donated by N.C. ALA AEF Chair JoAnn Artis Stevens in Honor of her husband Willard Ray Stevens a Vietnam Era Disabled Veteran who succumbed to burn injuries.
2. Unit Award: Unit Contributing the Largest Amount (per capita)
              Award based on donations received from June 1 – May 31.

3. Department Award: Department Award: Largest Contribution
             Award based on donations received from June 1 – May 31.

4. Department Award: Department Contributing the Largest Amount (per capita)
              Award based on donations received from June 1 – May 31.

5. Donations of $50 or more will receive a pin requested by your department from       

            National Headquarters.
 For more information visit: AEF@ALAforVeterans.org.
          National Awards Form Link: https://www.legion-aux.org/National-Awards-Form
Deadlines/Important Dates 
April 30, 2024 – End-of-Year reports:  Unit reports due via email to jartisstevens@yahoo.com. You can also mail them to the address on the report form. 
Sample reports can be found (beginning Oct 15) under Programs/Program Action Plan/American Legion Emergency Fund at the ALA Department of NC website: https://www.alanorthcarolina.com/  
Department of NC website - 

HYPERLINK "https://www.alanorthcarolina.com/" \h
https://www.alanorthcarolina.com/ - Program Plan, End-Of-Year Report, Monthly Newsletters 
Facebook: Please join these groups to see all the ALA is doing around the state.  You can also share posts from these groups to your Unit and personal Facebook and social media pages/groups to increase awareness. Especially military holidays and events – this will save you quite a bit of time.  Please post your event pictures on the Dept. of NC Facebook page for all to see! 
  
· Department of NC:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/210845542259638/  
· Division 1:  https://www.facebook.com/groups/915524541852778/  
· Division 2:  

HYPERLINK "https://www.facebook.com/groups/1786096965161646/" \h
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1786096965161646/  
· Division 3:  

HYPERLINK "https://www.facebook.com/groups/513186208877402/" \h
https://www.facebook.com/groups/513186208877402/  
National President Focus:  For the 2023-2024 ALA administrative year, the national focus is to increase awareness about the veteran and military suicide epidemic by embracing The American Legion’s Be the One initiative - be the one to save one. A few experiences of people close to National President Lisa Williamson have led to this focus for our members. The goal is to destigmatize getting help when it comes to thoughts of suicide. (

HYPERLINK "http://www.betheone.org/" \h
www.betheone.org) 
     Dept. of NC President Focus:  For the 2023-2024 ALA administrative year, Evelyn Lewis’   
President’s Project for the Dept. of NC will also focus on the veteran and military suicide epidemic by embracing The American Legion’s; 
                         Be the One initiative — Be the one to save one!
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How Can Your Unit/Members Support American Legion Auxiliary Emergency Fund? 
      What Can You Do? 

1.Familiarize each unit and department with what AEF can and cannot do, where to locate the current application and how to apply. 

· Distribute the “Before you Begin – Frequently Asked Questions” sheet and AEF brochure found at www.ALAforVeterans.org to eligible members. Promote as a benefit to new members. 

· Have printed applications and AEF brochures available during unit meetings and at the Local post. 
· AEF chairman encourage Units to have brochures for available their eligible members. They can be found at www.ALAforVeterans.org.  

2. Help the National Auxiliary Emergency Fund obtain donations by supporting department and unit fundraisers.  
              Support fundraisers sponsored by your department and unit. 

              Make a personal donation to the AEF. 
Put an AEF donation can in your local post (visit www.ALAforVeterans.org for a free, downloadable can label). Solicit local businesses for monetary or in-kind donations to your unit for AEF. Schedule an annual “Members Helping Members” night at your local post. Not only is this a great time for an AEF fundraiser, but it gives you the opportunity to share information about what makes a member eligible to receive help from the AEF. Have membership applications available, and sign up new members during an event. Legion members might sign up eligible relatives in order to provide this protection for them. Prior to the event, be sure all unit members have read and are familiar with the AEF frequently asked questions as well as the criteria for assistance.                                                                                  
                                                                                                                           Department: Share fundraising ideas on all levels through newsletters, bulletins and stories, and circulate at every meeting. Along with the brochures, inform members that any donation of $50 or more will receive a pin. AEF Donation Pin Order Forms are available at www.ALAforVeterans.org or by contacting National Headquarters at (317) 569-4500, or by emailing your request to aef@ALAforVeterans.org.  Departments track and distribute pins to individual members. 
· Military Family Support Guide  - 

HYPERLINK "https://www.legion-aux.org/Member/Guides/Military-Family-Support-Guide" \h
Military Family Support Guide (legion-aux.org) 
          Suicide Prevention: 
· The American Legion: The American Legion has a website dedicated to the Be The One initiative. Go to www.betheone.org to learn more on how you can help.  
· U.S. Army ACE Training: The Army conducts regular training on Suicide Prevention and has excellent resources available. Follow this link to access available resources on the Army ACE (Ask, 
Care, Escort) program. 

HYPERLINK "https://www.armyresilience.army.mil/suicide-prevention/pages/about.html" \h
https://www.armyresilience.army.mil/suicideprevention/pages/about.html  
· Suicide & Crisis Lifeline (988) - 

HYPERLINK "https://988lifeline.org/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=web&utm_campaign=onebox" \h
Lifeline (988lifeline.org) 
           Facebook Groups/Pages to “like/join” 
· See all Dept. of NC and Division Pages at top of this document. 
· Follow the Family Readiness programs as listed above. 
· American Legion Department of North Carolina 
· North Carolina National Guard Family Programs 
· USO North Carolina 
· North Carolina National Guard 
· Operation Homefront 
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